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Data ethics in the public sector 

LAW ETHICS
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Less than a tenth (8%) of the UK public say they have a 

good understanding of how their information is made 

available to others.

Trust and confidence in data - Comres for ICO 2017



Although there was limited 

awareness of data science, 

there was broad support for the 

need for government to find 

new ways of using data.

Data Science Public Dialogue - Ipsos Mori 2016



People are open to you trying to tackle most policy 

challenges but they care about how you do it

Data Science Public Dialogue - Ipsos Mori 2016



➔ to advise data scientists on the 
appropriate use of data beyond simply 
complying with data protection 
legislation

➔ to clearly communicate the standards 
we expect data projects to follow and 
demonstrate this to the public to 
maintain trust. 



We have taken an 
open policy making 
approach



The Application
● Essex Partners are investigating whether they can develop an approach to 

predicting risk which might enable early intervention on social problems. 

● As the information is personal and relates to vulnerable groups, Essex Partners 
recognised the importance of using data ethically.

The Outcome
● The framework has helped Essex Partners analyse the ethical issues around their 

domestic abuse prototype and Gangs, Violence and Vulnerability prototype.

● It led to the decision to use combined datasets to ensure more accurate analytical 
output.

Using feedback to update the framework: 
Essex Partners



1  Start with clear user need 

2  Be aware of relevant legislation and codes of practice

3  Use data that is proportionate to the user need

4  Understand the limitations of the data

7  Embed data use responsibly

6  Make your transparent and be accountable

5  Use robust practices and work within your skillset

Data Ethics Principles





The framework is aimed at anyone working directly or indirectly 

with data in government, including data practitioners 

(statisticians, analysts and data scientists), policymakers, 

operational staff and those helping produce data-informed insight.



Data Ethics Workbook









Thank you for listening!
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